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Old School coinIDittee asks 
council to leave building 'as 
is' until options considered 

Betty Bardswich 
The Recorder 

MINDEMOYA-The final meeting of the 
Mindemoya Old School Repurposing Com
mittee (MOSRC) was held recently with 
Hal Love serving as chairperson. He began 
by thanking Jan McQuay for "all the time 
you have put into this. The time, the presen
tations." 
Ms. McQuay then put forth that it should 

be reported somewhere that Councillor Der
ek Stephens had said that it would cost $2 
million for the Old School refurbishment 
and that "this is wildly out of place. It is 

$1;155,000 including an elevator." 
Councillor Steve Shaffer responded to this 

by saying, "if it was part of the record, then 
it should be corrected" but that it could be 
ignored if not recorded. 'People make mis
tjkes all the time when they speak,' he said. 
To this, Ms. McQuay replied, "But that is 
what he said." 
Committee member Joanne Smith then 

asked Central Manitoulin Municipal Coor
dinator Brad Christanson if there was any 
chance of putting the proposed new multi
plex facility next to Central Manitoulin 

(continued on page 5) 

Restore Our Water International calls on 
Joint Commission to take immediate a�tion 
on Lakes Michigan-Huron water levels 

Tom Sasvari 
The Recorder 

ONTARIO-Restore Our Water Interna
tional (ROWI) is calling on the International 
Joint Commission, Canadian and US Com
missioners to take immediate actions as lake 
levels in Lakes Michigan/Huron and Geor
gian Bay basins are at crisis conditions and 
are calling on the UC to have the.Internation
al Lake Superior Board of Control (ILSBC) 
to reduce the outflow discharge for Lake 
Superior to reduce to some extent the high 
water levels on the three lakes. 
"The economic and ecological costs of 

these extreme high water levels could be cat
astrophic," Mary Muter, vice chair ofROWI 
told the Recorder this past Tuesday. She 

pointed out that both the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) and National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) are 
predicting water levels will be 40 centime
tres (about 16 inches) higher in March 2020 
than at the same time in 2019. 
A letter to the UC Canadian and US Com

missioners, dated November 4, 2019 from 
Roger Gauthier, chair of ROWI and Ms. 
Muter, reads, "our organization (ROWI) 
represents shoreline property owner organi
zations on both the US and Canadian sides 
of the Lakes Michigan, Huron and Georgian 
Bay basins. The economic and ecological 
damages that are occurring as a result of the 

(continued on page 8) 
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cessed a food bank in Ontario in the past removal, heating and housing this need may 
year get their income from social assistance increase," said Ms. �fall. "The �eed and 
or government benefits such as employment number of people usmg our services cer
insurance. However, the report also looked tainly_ doesn't decrease; and we have been 
at food bank use between April I, 2018 and lucky so far that there hasn't been a huge 
March 31, 2019. It reports 510,438 people increase." 
used a food bank, an increase of 8,846 more (continued on page 5) 

Study on Asian carp does not 
bode well for Great Lakes, 
says Fishery Commission rep 

New study links carp with sportfish drop in Mississippi River 

Tom Sasvari 
The Recorder 

MICHIGAN-A new study 
that shows the population 
of sport fish has dropped 
significantly in parts of the 
upper Mississippi River, 
which also claims a large 
population of Asian carp, 
is not good news for the 
Great Lakes fishery, says a 
representative of the Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission 
(GLFC), and fuels the calls 
for action to be taken to curb 
the potential risk of the fish 
spreading throughout the 
Great Lakes. 
"I'm not surprised with the 

findings in the report. Our 
group and others have been 
saying for many years that 
action needs to be taken," 
said Marc Gaden, chair of 
the GLFC, earlier this week. 
"This was a rigorous and 
academic study that proves 
the point we have been 
bringing forward over the 
past few decades. We have 

been telling -politician$ and contact with the resources 
policy makers that action (commercral and sport fish
needs to be taken. The study eries) that the ecosystem is 
demonstrates what has been changing and that there is a 
reported the past 20 years very real detriment ecolog
plus by people out there in (continued on page 6) 

Woods Lane Apt. 's purchased 
by Aboriginal Housing Services_

Tom Sasvari 
The Recorder 

ESPANOLA-An agreement has been finalized by the Mani
toulin-Sudbury District Services Board (DSB) for the transfer 
and sale of property owned b_y DSB "in the Town of Gore BaY, 
along with the 10-unit Woods Lane apamrient socialbousing 
property, to Ontario Aborigili:al Housing Services (OARS�. 
"The (DSB) board bas ap_proved the agreement," stated 
Fem Dominelli, CAO of the DSB after a board meeting last 
week. "I think it's great news all around. The OAHS is look
ing at remodeling the Woods Lane apartment building and 
on top of that they will be building a minimum of30 units 
on the property we have owned on Water Street (next door 
to the Bayside Apartments)." 
At its meeting last week the DSB board passed a resolu

tion, "whereas the Manitoulin-Sudbury District Services 
Board authorizes the CAO to negotiate a transfer and sale of 
the vacant land located on Water Street in Gore Bay to the 
(OAHS) per the terms discussed during the board's in cam-

(continued on page 6) 
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lead author John Chick 
shows that sport fish have 
declined significantly in 
p_oi-1:ioJJ:S �f. th� uP.,eer M!s
s1ss1pp1 River mfested w1th. 
Asian carp, adding evidence 
to fears about the invaders' 
threat to native species. 
Analysis of nearly 20 years 
of population data suggest 
the carp are out-competing 
fish prized by anglers, such 
as yellow perch, bluegill, 
and black and white crappie, 

0 

taking these things serious
ly. Toe trends that have been 
established here are not the 
trends we want to see in oth
er places." 
In the paper, it was report

ed that between 1994 and 
2013, sport fish populations 
dropped about 30 percent in 
two carp ·infested areas on 
the Mississippi River and 
one on the Illinois River. 

A bighead_ carp. a member of the Asian carp family. 
_, . .,.. 

.. 

it prn"ides to the (US Con
gress) n:tore justification that 
.action needs to be taken."
'Tlie lJS Army €6rps of En, 

gineers (U.SACE) in May 
presi;Jited to C9ngress i� 
reeommended plan to stop 
Asian carp from entering 

The early ·pnce tag on the 
project has. risen to more 
than $830 million. 
"The report gives us more 

reasq_n to stress the need _for 
· an ultimate s0Jutioo to .s�

arate the Great Lakes from
tbe_Missrssipµi R�er, stat
eel Mr. Gade,1;1. ''The Great
Lakes c-an t aff0rd any· new

· invasive spe<;ies especially
one as destructive as Asian
carp."

the report said. 
Scientists have long sus

pected Asian carp of starv
ing out other fish in the 
Mississippi and many of its 
tributaries, reported Great 
Lakes Now on November 
20, 2019. It points out the 
peer-reviewed study this 
month in the journal Biolog
ical Invasions is among the 
first to establish a solid link; 

. Meanwhile, sport fish 
numbers grew nearly 35 
percent in three sections of 
the Mississippi farther up
stream that the carp hadn't 
reached. 

flooding,_ water . tempera
tures: and e"diment pollu- · 
tion. But none ,; as· found 
to have played a sign.ificant 
role ia the sp,ert fish tr�ds 
in the upper Mississippi, the 
report notes. 
"Mr. Chick is a top notch 

researcher, so they brought 
out the A team to conduct 
this study," said Mr. Gaden. 
"I think we have a document 
that really highlights the con
cerns we have been raising 
with politicians and policy 
makers with this report. And 

... purchased by Aboriginal Housing 
The report found that sport 

fish are probably losing out 
during early life stages, 
when they're dependent on 
the plankton the carp are de
vouring. 
The researchers consid

ered other factors including 

(continued.from page 1) 
era,session by resolution 19-
71 approved at the October 
2019 board meeting." 

... committee to lea�� building as·it is 

Mr. Dominelli as CAO 
of the DSB qegotiated an 
agreement with (OAHS) in 
accordance with the terms 
discussed during the board's 
October 2019 in camera ses
sion. 
The board approved the . 

sale of the vacant land locat
ed on Water Street in Gore 
Bay and the IO-unit social 
housing property (Wood's 
Lane) under the .follow
ing conditions: the sale of 
Wood's Lane was for the 
sum of one dollar, with be
tween 30-50 percent of the 
units to remain at affordable 
rents for 20 years. As well, 
OAHS will accept all cur
rent tenants. 

( continued from page, 5) 

said that whatever was done 
with the school had to be 
b\lliiness and e&Qnomi�lly 
oased. Ife said the initial ef
forts of the committee were 
sabotaged. 
"We could ta.Ice this to the 

municipality,"Ms. McQuay 
said. "Ask them to designate 
the Old· Scheol a heritage 
building. They will say 'no' 
and then we go to the om
budsman.' 
The committee discusse<.t 

preseilt�g a resolution to 
council with Mr. Bondi 
again asking why the school 
had to be tom down. "Leave 
it. Just ignore it," he sai(!. 
'Why can't they leave it 

alone and allow this com
mittee or some other com
mittee to find ways?" 
Mr. Smith'. pointed out that 

there are two faetors iiJ:volv
ing this building, one being 
the fact that the roof has two 
or three years before it has 

l;>eing that the insurance is a
$10,000 yearly cest. 
Councillor Shaff er then· 

informed the committee 
_ that the Old Sch,ool is un
der what is called care and 
maintenance and that figure 
has been whittled down. In
deed, the present ·day yearly 
cost for insurance for the 
school is $700. 
The committee then passed 

a motion to ask council to 
leave the Old School stand
i-pg until it is demonstra4Iy 
necessa:cy to tear it down 
and reads as follows in part: 
"wb.ereas the Old School 
does not appear to be im
pinging on the proposed 
new complex; leaving the 
Old School as it is creates 
no undue burden on taxpay
ers; leaving the Old School 
as is would not hinder plans 
fQT the proposed new com
plex .. Be it resolved that tne 
that the Mindemoya Old 
School Repurposing Com
mittee (MOSRC) requests 

- · ve the Old 

School building standing as 
is until such time as a val
id need to demoli'sh the Old 
School is demonstrated."lt 
was noted that a delay will 
give other organizations and 
interested parties an oppor
tunity to explore other ave
nues to enable refurbishing
and revitalizing the Ola 
School. 
Tb�re was also djscussion 

at tbe--meeting about looking 
at whether the Old School 
could b� deemed a heritage 
building. 

On the sale of the vacant 
land, the DSB agreed to 
the sale for the sum of one 
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dollar, with the new units' 
construction to start within 
three years. The new build 
will include a minimum of 
30 units, subject to planning 
bylaws, and 30 to 50 percent 
of the new units will remain 
at affordable rents for 20 
yea.rs. 

'Yes, for sure this is good 
news," said Sarah McBain 
or <;)AHS, on Monday. She 
noted that nothing has been 
confirmed at this point as 
to exactly how many units 
they will be building on 
the vacant lot. She said that 
at this point, OARS is fo
cussing its efforts, "on tak
ing on the renovations at 
Woods Lane Apartments." 

She explained that the next 
step in tj)e process will be, 
' to begjn. renovations in 
2020 on the Woods Lane 
apartment social housing 
property. There is a waitlist 
in the area and the -need is 

· there for thot,e who require
safe and affordable housing.
OARS is looking forward
to supplying that need in
giving the community. reno
vated apartments and in the
future, a new development
of housing on the vacant
land-also acquired thanks
to the Sudbury-Manitou
lin DSB. Our mandate is to
create safe and affordable
housing, and creating homes

(continued on page 8) 

Scissors & Silk Studio & Gallery 
Harbour Centre 

40 Water St. �ore Bay.- Ont. 
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Great gift ideas 
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sis and lJC action is needed 
now to address it. Our lake 
levels now meet the 'crisis 
conditions a defined in 
y0ur excellent 1993 Level 
Reference Study." 
"What is now very alarm

ing are the pr0jecrions for 
spring water levels for 0ur 
lakes-approxi:mately one 

to two f¢et hig_het than 
spring 2019 "the R0Wl let
ter t·eads. Us'ing infqrmatiou, 
provided for Lake uperior 
and :Michigan/Huron, "it is 
obvious that Lakes Micb
igan/Hurou aud Ge0rgia11 
Bay are bot.being treated eq
uitably by· your Internation
al Lake Superior Beard of 

cems and dismissed us. This 
unfair treatment of our lakes 
has to st0p now. We strougly 
recommend that y0u advi' e 
the ILSBC to deviate imme
diately from Regulation Plan 
2012 and reduce the outflow 
dtsctiarge from Lak Superi
or a an e1perge.ncy measure 
to al least reduce to some 
extent the crisis high con
diti0ns 011 Lakes M,icbigan/ 
Huron/Ge0r.gian Bay.' 
' ll is simply unfair aod 

ecol0gjca1ly wisound to 
continue to allow a 6.5+ foot 
range for Lakes 't\1iqbigan 
and Hnron but only a four 
foot range for Lake l.lperi
or. 1t is well knc:iwn that a 5

. .'.purchased by Aboriginal Housing 
(continuedfrompage 6) 

is our goal." 
As was reported by the Recorder this past May, the DSB 

had agreed to sell Woods Lane Apartments du.e to the costs 
involved in maintaining U1e boildjng. 1lhe proJecte� cost of 
maintainiogtbe W9ods Lane units wa$ expected to mcre�e 
significantly to '$42.39 a square foot by 2023 frotn $1.l 5 m 
2017. "ll i the most expensive building for: us to maintain " 
Mr. D0minelli told the Recorder in May. . . Mr. Dominelli added that the lot on .Water Street will ha�e
to be rezoned to ano·w for a multi-residential apartment umt. 

All communities surrounding Manitoulin dealt with .the effecjs of 
levels this summer, including the Gore Bay marina. 

to 5.5 foot fluctuation range 
benefits wetlands but that 
any level outside that harms 
wetland health and reduces· 
their size," ROWI wrote . 
"At this time we have im

portant research results 
on the wetlands of Geor
gian Bay to share with 
you," ROWI wrote. "One 
of our member organiza
tions, Georgian Bay Great 
Lakes Foundation, has been 
working with McMaster 
University's Professor Pat 
Chow-Fraser for many years 
on Great Lakes issues, with 
particular focus on the im
pact of water levels on wet-

land health and water qual
ity. Her findings from last 
summer are, quite frankly, 
alarming. On Georgian Bay 
the wetlands at current ex
treme high water levels have 
not been able to migrate in-

. land due to granite bedrock 
shorelines or six to eight feet 
t,all pine trees that are now 
dead or dying. This has com
pressed the wetlands into a 
very narrow congested area 
with no protected area for 
the minnows and young fish. 
Also concerning is that the 
water quality at these pre
viously pristine wetlands is 
now highly degraded by nu-

trients picked ut 
the dead pine tr,
alread)I led fo � 
but We fear that 
be much more· 
next summer, a: 
ulations will b, 
impacted." 
Ms. Muter told 

er that in a loci 
Gregor Bay 11 
"algae blooms 
where they had 1 
viously. And if 
continue to inc 
more it could be 
in areas, veget� 
harmed and gr2 
will die, and 
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