
by Alicia McCutcheon
SHEGUIANDAH FIRST
NATION—The four members of
the Sheguiandah First Nation
chief  and council met at the end
of  January (on neutral territory
in Sudbury) for a duly convened
council meeting, but neither chief
nor council were pleased with the
result.

Councillors Derek Assiniwe
and Kevin Mishibinijima have
been on the outs with Chief
Aguonie and Councillor Jake Ago
neh since the summer, taking
their protest of  what they consid-
ered poor band management to
the street, protesting along High-
way 6 until late fall and refusing
to participate in council meetings.
The pair have stated in previous
interviews that they would con-
tinue their non-participating
protest until the chief  resigns, but
Chief  Aguonie says he is going
nowhere.

According to the chief, the four
members of  chief  and council
met for the January band council
meeting with five officials from
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development Canada (AANDC),
and with an auditor from the
accounting firm KPMG. The
meeting was chaired by Gloria
Lalman of  AANDC.

The purpose of  the meeting was
to see six band council resolutions
passed, the chief  explained in a

letter to band members. The first
was to transfer $20,000 from the
Casino Rama funds account to pay
for brushing to install a new
hydro line to the community’s
reservoir. The second was to
transfer $80,000, also from the
Rama account, to the First
Nation’s general account. The
chief  explained that these funds
pay for the winter carnival, recre-
ation activities, the powwow,

by Michael Erskine
CENTRAL
MANITOULIN––Patience is run-
ning out around the Central Man-
itoulin municipal council table

in regards to an allegedly tardy
engineering report for the Min-
demoya drain, and in confirming
a motion sent forward from the
February 7 Works Committee
during the February 14 meeting
of  council, council has directed
staff  to send a letter to Kenn
Smart P.Eng. indicating that the
municipality would be seeking
legal advice and/or taking legal
action to resolve the situation
regarding the engineering report
should the report not be forth-
coming by March 15.

“We have been waiting for this
report since November,” said
Central Manitoulin Reeve Gerry
Strong. 

“They had indicated that they
would be forwarding the report
by November 14,” added Council-
lor Beverly Cannard Pearson.

“We have been given data,”
agreed Reeve Strong. “But the
report has not been forthcom-
ing.”
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Trustee’s letter to editor
irks Rainbow Board
chair, union president
Trustee Larry Killens comes just shy of censure,

argues his right to express opinion publicly

M’Chigeeng responds quickly
has new methadone treatment,
counselling program in place

by Alicia McCutcheon
MANITOULIN—Rainbow District School Board (RDSB) Trustee Larry
Killens has found himself  in hot water with the board he represents, as
well as with Elementary Teachers’ Federation of  Ontario (ETFO) local
president Barb Blasutti.

The trouble stems from a December 19, 2012 letter to editor on page 5
of  this newspaper, ‘Larry Killens weighs in on strike.’

In the letter’s last paragraph, Mr. Killens addresses the teachers,
“Please postpone your understandable actions in dealing with your
issues of  a government that is not well right now. Please return, stop
the walkouts and be there for our kids until stability in our society is
returned.”

Mr. Killens received a letter signed by Ms. Blasutti through Doreen
Dewar, chair of  the RDSB, dated December 20—one day after the letter
appeared in The Expositor.

“How Trustee Killens believes he can speak “on his own behalf” and
not as a trustee, all while clearly identifying himself  as a trustee both at

by Robin Burridge
M’CHIGEENG—With the closure
of  the 19A Water Street
(methadone) Clinic in Little Cur-
rent last Friday, February 15,
clients across the Island were left
struggling to continue their treat-
ment, many being forced to travel
to Espanola or Sudbury, but
M’Chigeeng First Nation saw the
closure as an opportunity to
revise the methadone treatment
program, and have launched a
new methadone program for its

band members. 
“We will be starting a new holis-

tic approach to healing next Tues-
day,” M’Chigeeng Health Centre
health services department
manger Roger Beaudin told The
Expositor last Friday, “in conjunc-
tion with the M’Chigeeng Health
Centre, the Central Manitoulin
Family Health Team (FHT) and
the Guardian pharmacy in Min-
demoya.”

Mr. Beaudin explained that
when looking at the methadone
program, he and his team saw a
gap in terms of  program counsel-
ing, as well as no direct involve-
ment from the clients’ family
physicians.

“We wanted to fix these missing
elements of  the program and cre-
ate a continuum of  care,” added
Mr. Beaudin. “We have been work-
ing closely with the Central Mani-

DSB, hospitals
solve patient
transfer issue
by Tom Sasvari with files
from Alicia McCutcheon
MANITOULIN—The North East
Local Health Integrated Network
(LHIN) has approved a pilot proj-
ect and funding for a non-urgent
patient transfer system. The pilot
project has been approved for the
LaCloche-Manitoulin proposal
partnership, submitted by the
Espanola Regional Hospital,
Manitoulin Health Centre and
the Manitoulin-Sudbury District
Services Board (DSB).

The DSB and Manitoulin
Health Centre had been at odds
regarding the transfers of  non-
urgent patients, meaning
patients who needed transfers,
for example, to Health Sciences
North for further testing or diag-
nostics from either of  the two
MHC sites. The DSB cited wor-

Wasse Abin High teaching music biz
First of its kind in the North

by Robin Burridge 
WIKWEMIKONG—Earlier this month, Wasse Abin
High School in Wikwemikong launched a new music
business course in conjunction with Coalition
Music, which focusses on teaching students how to
compose and write music, record, advertise and mar-
ket themselves as an artist.

“This is the very first music program at Wasse
Abin High School and the first of  its kind in North-
ern Ontario,” explained business teacher Jason
Thibault. “Students will learn the business side of
music, such as copyrights, social media, touring and
merchandising, as well as composing, writing music,
recording and will even put on a concert at the

school. I will be teaching the business side of  the
course while local musician Pat Peltier will be teach-
ing the music element.”

The music business program was developed by
Coalition Music, a management company from
Toronto, with famous clients such as Simple Plan
and Our Lady Peace. 

“We have been in the management industry for
almost 20 years,” Jessie Mitchell, artist development
and education manager with Coalition Music told
The Expositor. “In the past 2-3 years we have started
putting a lot of  our resources into education.”

Mr. Mitchell explained that their education pro-

Hailey Crockford, age 11, of Massey drives a sleigh across McGregor Bay pulled by a matched pair of Norwegian Fjord ponies
during the Whitefish River First Nation winter carnival. The sleigh rides were a popular addition to the usual carnival fare of tea
boiling, log sawing and chili cookoffs, especially since the day was blessed with clear blue skies and plenty of sunshine.
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ries that these transfers
were taking ambulances
off  the road for their true
purpose—responding to
emergencies.

Mr. Graham told The
Expositor that he was
pleased with the news of
the pilot project. “This is
certainly good news. We’re
just finalizing the logistics
within a three-way part-
nership.” 

Two decommissioned
ambulances are in the
process of  being remade
into transfer vehicles,
Michael MacIsaac, chief  of
emergency medical servic-
es, explained during the
last meeting of  DSB. The
‘buses’ will no longer look
like DSB ambulances, with
all distinctive marking
being removed, but some
discussion ensued as to
whether the DSB, MHC and

Espanola Hospital logos
should instead appear on
the repurposed vehicles.
The project will be funded
for six months with the
DSB required to report to
the LHIN regarding its suc-
cesses and failures.

Mr. MacIssac pointed out
that the DSB was fortunate
in that Chapleau’s proposal
for a similar venture had
been declined.

The chief  of  EMS also
noted that the Central
Ambulance Communica-
tions Centre would contin-
ue to provide dispatch serv-
ices for the transfer
vehicles.

In the LaCloche-Mani-
toulin proposal submitted
to the LHIN, it states, “the
issue of  non-urgent patient
transfers has been ongoing
for many years and
remains unsolved in
Northern Ontario. As pres-

sures mount on EMS
(Emergency Medical Serv-
ices) to respond to an
increasing number of
emergency calls, the ability
of  EMS (administered by
the DSB) to continue with
its historical inter-hospital
transportation is
decreased. “

“A reliable patient trans-
portation network, both to
and between hospital sites,
is a major system compo-
nent of  a modern, integrat-
ed health care delivery
network,” the DSB’s busi-
ness case states. “The cur-
rent state of  patient trans-
port capacity within the
Manitoulin-Espanola-Sud-
bury region is principally
the responsibility of  the
EMS service, as adminis-
tered by the Manitoulin-
Sudbury DSB. The ability
of  EMS to respond to
emergency, urgent and

non-urgent patient trans-
portation requests is
severely taxed,” the pro-
posal explains.

Two of  the vehicles will
operate at any one time
(the third will be held in
reserve), with one car sta-
tioned in Mindemoya and
the second vehicle in
Espanola with part-time
patient transfer atten-
dants, hired and trained by
Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB,

toulin FHT, the Manitoulin Health Centre,
Dr. Bryan Dressler (formerly of  the Water
Street Clinic) and the Guardian pharmacy
to develop a program for our band mem-
bers undergoing methadone treatment.”

Mr. Beaudin stated that under the new
plan, methadone patients will visit the
M’Chigeeng Health Centre for their coun-
selling, in addition to the health centre
being the case managers of  the patients,
ensuring that all the steps of  the program
are being followed. The patients will then

see Dr. Dressler for their treatment at the
Central Manitoulin FHT and obtain their
methadone from the Guardian pharmacy.

“When we found out about the clinic (in
Little Current) closing, we, council, felt we
had an obligation to support these commu-
nity members,” explained M’Chigeeng
Chief  Joe Hare. “We decided that we would
do what we could to develop a program and
help these individuals with their treat-
ment and recovery. We are very thankful
for the FHT and the pharmacy in Minde-
moya’s support and the great team that has
assembled to help serve these people.”
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MANITOULIN COMMUNITY WITHDRAWAL MAN-
AGEMENT SERVICE (MCWMS)

368-0058
BE SURE TO LEAVE A MESSAGE IF WE ARE AWAY FROM THE SERVICE.

WE CAN HELP! 
4 No fee for service
4 Confidentiality 
4 We will accept a referral directly from you

Did you know...
MANITOULIN

FAMILY RESOURCES
offers services to ALL family

members in crisis

24 HOUR CRISIS LINE
SERVING ANYONE IN NEED

377-5160
or toll free

1-800-465-6788
A program of Manitoulin Family Resources Inc.

Are you looking for a connection to 
mental health and addiction services?

Intake program offers this service 
to the community. 

Call the Manitoulin office at 
(705) 368-0765

succursale de Sudbury/Manitoulin Branch
111, rue Elm St., suite/local 100, Sudbury ON P3C 1T3

11, rue Meredith St., Little Current ON P0P 1K0

Just pick up the phone and call!

High of -8°C
Sunny

Hart - Mark’s - Dollarama - Fresh Co. - Remedy RX
800 Centre Street, Espanola. (705-869-4443)

www.espanolamall.ca

Manitoulin Island 5 Day Weather Forecast
Brought to you by your friends at the Espanola Mall ~

the weather is always perfect inside!
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High of -7°C
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High of -5°C
Sunny
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FREE WIFI
NOW AVAILABLE
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Small Business Tips

1-800-461-5131    www.lambac.org

Marketing and advertising is essential for
your business. Get the word out. Attend

the Manitoulin Trade Fair. Register today.
www.manitoulintradefair.com

...Trustee’s letter to editor irks Rainbow Board chair
the beginning and end of
the article, is beyond baf-
fling,” Ms. Blasutti writes.
“When one is elected to a
position, one does not have
the luxury or ability to
“step outside” of  that role
because it is convenient to
do so. To think otherwise is
naïve. To do otherwise is
misleading and deceptive.”

She goes on to question
how a trustee can express
an individual opinion in
the media when those opin-
ions do not reflect the opin-
ion of  the board as a whole.

“I would also like to make
clear the fact that many
members of  the ETFO
Rainbow teacher local
share my shock and anger
at this letter,” Ms. Blasutti’s
letter continues. “Teachers
on Manitoulin Island are
infuriated that their elected
official would act with such
careless disdain for his role
and with such disregard for
parents, students and
teachers.”

She goes on to claim that
Mr. Killens’ letter made ref-
erence to the Sandy Hook
Elementary School tragedy.
(The Expositor failed to
find any correlation
between the letter and the
recent school shooting
tragedy.)

“As president of  the local,
I am distressed that a repre-
sentative of  the board has
publicly made statements
about our job action,” she
continued. “Members of  a
union have a legal right to
engage in strike activi-
ties—to publicly decry our
rights can be construed as
interference under the
OLRB (Ontario Labour
Relations Board).”

When contacted for com-
ment, Ms. Blasutti said she
wrote the letter to Ms.
Dewar after having
received phone calls from
Manitoulin teachers in

complaint of  the letter and
said she “acted on behalf  of
our members and through
the appropriate channels,”
adding that the media was
not the place to be dis-
cussing the situation. “As
far as I’m concerned, the
matter is over,” she said.

Following Ms. Blasutti’s
concern, Mr. Killens
received two letters from
board chair Dewar on Feb-
ruary 4, advising him of
governance bylaw 8.17
which states: “The Chair of
the Board is the spokesper-
son to the public on behalf
of  the Board, unless other-
wise determined by the
Board. No other Trustee
shall speak on behalf  of  the
Board unless expressly
authorized by the Chair of
the Board to do so.”

“When you choose to
address the sensitive topic
of  labour relations in the
public forum of  a letter to
the editor, you directly and
deliberately contravened
bylaw 8.17,” Ms. Dewar
writes.

“Furthermore, as a mem-
ber of  the Labour Relations
Committee, your public
comments about teachers
raised the ire of  our federa-
tions,” she continued. “This
was most unfortunate given
the current labour rela-
tions clime across
Ontario...Your labour may
have caused irreparable
harm to our harmonious
working relationship with
our federations.”

After receiving Mr. Bla-
sutti’s letter, Mr. Killens
told The Expositor he took
it upon himself  to find out
if  it was true that Mani-
toulin’s teachers were
“infuriated” with him over
the letter, calling 30 teach-
ers, both retired and active,
to ask their opinion of  him
based on Ms. Blasutti’s
comments. While some said
they had no opinion on the
matter, as they had not read

the president’s letter, the
majority said they were
pleased with Mr. Killens’
role as Island trustee, he
explained. “I want to know,
‘I’m a doing the job for you,
or am I letting you down?’”
Mr. Killens questioned.

The trustee wrote Ms.
Blasutti a letter back, stat-
ing: “Rainbow District
School Chair Doreen Dewar
has accepted your com-
plaint at face value without
question and I am prevent-
ed on commenting on
action taken as a result, but
I can say it troubles me. To
enhance your compliance
with my request, if  you sup-
ply the documentation to
back your innuendos, and
they are proven to be true, I
will tender my resignation
or will not enter the race for
trustee in the next elec-
tion.”

He has yet to hear a reply
from Ms. Blasutti.

The Expositor spoke with
Ms. Dewar regarding her
letter to Mr. Killens and any
action the board might take
against him should he con-
tinue to publish letters to
the editor in Northern
newspapers.

“When you swear an oath
in accordance to the Educa-
tion Act, one of  the things
you agree to do is to follow
the policies of  the
board...every trustee has to
face this,” she said. “Boards
of  trustees are different.
They act only as a body—
they have no individual
power to do things. You
have to act as a corporate
body.”

“I understand that
trustees want to keep their
‘constituents’ informed,
but the main goal should be
the students,” Ms. Dewar
continued, adding that
trustees, when speaking
out, should always ask
themselves ‘how is this
going to benefit the stu-
dents?’

The chair noted that
there are things that can be
done to prevent Mr. Killens
from speaking out further
as a trustee, such as a cen-
sure, but that the board
chose not to go that route
with the December 19 letter,
rather asking him that
“more care be taken” in the
future.

“We’re not trying to muz-
zle him, we welcome his
opinions within a board
meeting setting,” she con-
tinued. “Opinions should
always be expressed by the
chair of  the board at the
direction of  the trustees—
that’s how you influence
the board. I can’t just write
you a letter and say ‘this
and this and this,’ I can only
write on behalf  of  the
board under instruction of
the board.” 

“Perhaps trustees should
be a little more sensitive,”
the chair added.

When asked for a legal
opinion, The Expositor’s
counsel advised that the
board cannot stop him from
talking as school boards
have little control over a
breach of  its Code of  Con-
duct, nor can they remove
him as a trustee. The board
can, however, censure Mr.
Killens (ie. issue a public
statement from the board
disapproving his action) or
bar him from attending
meetings of  the board.

“I agree that the board
chair is the only spokesper-
son—she’s bang on, but I
don’t agree that I can’t
speak out,” Mr. Killens told
The Expositor. “I respect-
fully say she is in error of
the bylaw. I invite her to
censure me, then it would
go to a hearing.”

“I feel very strongly that I
have to advocate on behalf
of  the parents—I did noth-
ing but compliment the
teachers in that letter.”

...continued from page 1
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Christmas feast and gifts
for the community’s chil-
dren and elders, minor
hockey and the new rink
(Sheguiandah is required
to pay one-third of  the cost
of  the rink through govern-
ment funding).

The third addressed Rais-
ing the Spirit, a mental
health wellness program
based out of  Sudbury
which offered Sheguiandah
$12,000 to make the pro-
gram available through its
health centre. The fourth
item dealt with a Sheguian-
dah request for a transfer
of  $34,000 through Aborigi-
nal Affairs from the Ottawa
Trust Account to pay for a
new fire hall to house the
volunteer fire department.
The fifth resolution
focussed on Mnidoo Mnis-
ing Power and Northland
Power requesting that
Sheguiandah pass a resolu-
tion regarding the First
Nation’s involvement with
the McLean’s Mountain
wind turbine project. “The
agreement is in place for a
20-year period,” the chief
writes. “Over the life of  the
agreement, Sheguiandah
First Nation (SFN) would
have received approximate-
ly $11 million. The project
will move forward whether
SFN signs or not.”

These motions were all
voted down by Councillors
Mishibinijima and Assini-
we.

Lastly, KPMG presented
the SFN audit. Chief
Aguonie said, “this audit
dismisses Derek Assiniwe
and Kevin Mishibinijima’s
allegations of  financial
mismanagement. Unfortu-
nately, it is not good enough
that a financial institution

(KPMG), known world-
wide, did our audit. Assini-

we and Mishibinijima have
now sent our audit to their
lawyer to scrutinize. This is
just another stall tactic,” he
claims.

The chief  alleges that
because the audit was not
signed off, the community
is losing out on close to $1.1
million in funds, the afore-
mentioned amounts plus
another $540,000 from Cana-
da Mortgage and Housing
Corporation, an additional
$200,000 from AANDC and
another $400,000 from the
Casino Rama funds.

The chief  said that
because of  the lack of
access to funds, the winter
carnival, Shta-ta-ha Days,
would be cancelled this
year. “There are a lot of
community members that
are pretty upset right now,”
he said.

Chief  Aguonie attempted
to call another meeting of
council on Monday of  last
week, but Councillors
Assiniwe and Mishibiniji-
ma did not attend.

“I have already contacted
our Toronto lawyers for an
opinion as to the next step,
whether we will need a judi-
cial review to overturn the
six motions (made by the
two councillors) from the
January 28 meeting,” Chief
Aguonie told The Expositor.

In speaking with Coun-
cillors Assiniwe and
Mishibinijima, The Exposi-
tor was told that at the Jan-
uary 28 meeting, the pair
was not given an advance
copy of  the six resolutions
and said that they were
expected to sign off  without
having read the copy first.
Partway through the coun-
cil meeting, however, the

councillors were given the
six resolutions to read.

“When we asked for
copies, this request was
denied, unless we agreed to
pass these resolutions,” the
councillors told The Expos-
itor in a letter. “Copies
would only be provided
after we provided our signa-
tures. In the end, the chief
provided us with these
band council resolutions
(BCR), only after Canada
(Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development
Canada (AANDC) inter-
vened.”

“When the audit was
about to be presented, the
chief  attempted to have us
sign off  on the audit, prior
to the auditor making their
presentation,” the council-
lors continued. “We had not
obtained copies of  the audit
at this point in time, and it
would be foolish for us to
sign off  on this band’s
administration when the
only thing we know for cer-
tain is that they are dys-
functional.”

“In the beginning, the
chief  told us that we had to
pass all five BCRs in order
to be able to see the audit,”
they wrote. “Essentially, he
misrepresented the truth
when he told us these BCRs
must be signed since they
were already reflected in
the audit. Much later in the
meeting, we finally
obtained copies of  these
BCRs. It turns out only one
BCR contained spending
reflected in the audit, and
that BCR was unclear as
parts of  it were re-written
in pen.”

“The chief  is stating we
are responsible for $1.14
million being withheld by
the government or other

related entities,” they con-
tinue. “This is the first we
have heard of  this, as he
hasn’t reported this infor-
mation to council. We
learned about this sizable
figure in a newsletter he
sent out to the community
and posted on the Inter-
net.”

As for the resolution
regarding the wind farm
project, the councillors say
the community had not
been informed of  the issue. 

“The audit was due
months ago,” the council-
lors continued. “Any
attempt on the part of  the
chief  to blame us for its
delay is wrong. The audit,
as presented to us on Janu-
ary 28, 2013, was incom-
plete. Our lawyer is follow-
ing up with the auditor to
ensure our concerns are
heard. We look forward to
approving the audit as soon
as it is completed. Informa-
tion to the contrary is an
attempt to discredit us and
our positions as council-
lors. Our job is to ensure
that the band’s administra-
tion is functioning proper-
ly, and this has been a diffi-
cult task as we continue to
be subject to a baseless
smear campaign.”
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...DSB, hospitals solve patient transfer issue
and providing up to 80
hours a week of  non-
urgent transport of
patients among the
region’s hospital sites. 

“As the new service
would be established
through existing non-profit
organizations, it can be
operated at a lower cost
than that of  a private sec-
tor that is profit motivat-
ed,” the proposal to the
LHIN explained. “Addition-
ally, by building on existing
infrastructure, services
and processes, we are not
reinventing the wheel. As
each organization already
meets rigid quality stan-
dards (e.g. infection con-
trol) there will be synergis-
tic benefits of  aligning
these standards across
each sector. This too will
further support the work
being undertaken to imple-
ment the Excellent Care for
All Act. Ultimately, all
organizations would
achieve improved response
times/reduced wait times
by working together to bet-
ter coordinate drop-offs
and pick-ups to achieve bet-
ter scheduling and thus
avoid duplication of  serv-
ice and related multi-trips
to and from Sudbury.”

“The three main stake-
holders that this issue
affects are EMS, the hospi-
tals and the patients. For
EMS, the reality in the
province of  Ontario is that
there is a disproportionate
increase in call volumes in
comparison to an ability to
provide the service. Call

volumes are
on the

increase, rising at an astro-
nomical pace. For instance,
call volumes have risen
nearly 50 percent in the
past six years within the
Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB
to a total of  over 13,000
calls for service in 2011. It
is not necessarily the calls
categorized as non-urgent
transfers that are rising
but with an older, sicker
population there is an
increase in calls for med-
ical emergencies. While
ambulances are perform-
ing relatively the same
number of  non-urgent
transfers, the ability to
respond to the increasing
number of  true medical
emergencies is compro-
mised. And the role of  EMS
with respect to non-urgent
transfers is somewhat
unclear and a significant
number of  patients being
transferred by Manitoulin-
Sudbury DSB EMS from
one facility to another do
not fall within the provin-
cial criteria. When EMS is
performing a non-urgent
patient transfer, it often

occurs from one of  three
local hospitals facilities sit-
uated in Espanola, Little
Current, and Mindemoya
to Health Sciences North
in Sudbury.” A chart was
provided as to how long
current resources are out
of  their juridictions when
performing a non-urgent
patient transfer to Sud-
bury. This chart indicates
that, for Espanola, this is
four hours and 23 minutes;
for Little Current, five
hours and 45 minutes; and
for Mindemoya, seven
hours and one minute.

“In the end this project
will look at augmenting the
current system will do, and
how it affects EMS in
responding,” Mr. Graham
said. “We are trying to
prove the worth of  addi-
tional level of  service, and
whether this could be
implemented on a long
term basis.”

Mr. Dominelli said he is
hopeful that this will mean
reduced wait times at hos-
pitals while “leaving ambu-
lances to do their real job.”

The project is slated to
begin March 4.

...continued from page 9

...Sheg council at odds over motions and transparency
...continued from page 9
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