. meeting of the Manitoulin-Sud-

_bury Disjrict Services Board

(DSB) began its meeting last
- week with a resolution from its

‘finance : committee that there

_was nothing the DSB could do to
'help the Town of Espanola out if
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its bind.

At the March meetmg of DSB
Espanola Mayor Mike Lehoux
had pleaded with the board, ask-
ing for respite from its $600,000
municipal apportionment. This
figure was based on the munici-
pality’s = previous -assessment

-where the old value of the Dom-

‘assessment of $27 million hat

: ralsed by the Town

L;{Espanola s pleas fqr resplte turned down b *rr‘,"lSt“ i

tar pulp and paper mﬂl and it

played a major role.. Espan; 1
was hit earlier this year with
news that g sole decision make

reassessed the mill at $9 million,

massively decreasing its
pal Property Assessment C
ration (MPAC) assessme"t ‘

causing the mill to demani
back of $4 million. Espano

~ now struggling to find ways to
~ decrease the hit to its taxpayers. .
“While the finance ccmmlttee*

does sympathize Wlth the issue

" committee does not beheVe theré '
is anything the DSB can do to
a531st with the Tovvn of Espanola ,

“accountable for 1ts demsmns and
further be it resolved that the
Minister of Finance and the Min-
~ ister of Municipal Affairs and
.- Housing rectify this matter to
ensure that the Town ‘of
whereas the i Espanola or any. other munici-
ecalse MPAC 1mproper1y"" pality is not adversely affected

can do without adv
ing the other municipalities that
form the DSB board,” said DSB

chair Les Gamble. o :
-+ 'The resolution reads: “Where-
~as the Manitoulin Sudbury DSB

. tion or failed to defend its assess-

pay for the services provided by

assessed the property in ques- by MPAC decisions and appeals.”

~The resolution was moved by
Derek Stephens of ‘Central Mani-
toulin and seconded by Shawnda

...continued on page 12

ment at appeal; -and whereas
municipalities are required to
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contmued from page 3

~ Martm Cross of French

River: .=
Long-timé = Espanola

Councillor Jack McMillan

addressed the board, not-
ngthat the last pageof the.

DSB’s response stating
that all weighted appor-
tionment  changes = that
deviate from the default
weighted assessment for-

mula requires’ a double”

majority vote, and that any
change in reconciliation in
apportionment is a change
to the formula, which also

required double majority

approval (a. vote which
would need to be carried
by a majority of the
municipalities within the

DSB: ‘which would also

“have to represent a majori-
ty of the total population
withinthe DSB)..

“That’s simply not true,”

Mr. McMillan said, noting
that he used a weighted
assessment formula for
years: for school boards
across . the

the municipalities,

mula.”

“I+ ‘have the _highest
regard for the f,pe’o’ple of, ,

province.
- “Every year, all of the
‘assessments change for all
and -
that doesn’t change the for-

the DSB, but in this case
they’re just plain wrong,”
he continued. “I hope to

“work it out with the DSB,
“but if we can’t; there’s

such a thing as an honest
disagreement.”

He reminded the board
that Espanola is operating
on-a budget-that’s sudden-
ly been lowered by $1.25

‘million annually.

“It doesn’t matter where
the blame is, we’re short
$600,000,” he added.

“It’s not the fault of the

‘DSB for ‘the ' problem

you've got,” Mr. Gamble
interjected.
“Every municipality sit-

ting around this table has

the same problem, but this

‘doesn’t prevent us from

getting  a retroactive

‘assessment.” Mr. McMil-

lan responded. “Inconve-
nience doesn’t matter, it’s
what the law 'says,” he
added, calling for a legal
opinion.

“Espanola - can’t Just
drop this, we're respon31-

ble to our ratepayers to:
. pursue thls ” Mr McMﬂ

lan said.

Derek Stephens sa1d that
while he empathizes with
Espanola, “our budgets are

set. I think that for the
Town of Espanola, their

fight is with MPA

‘DSB CAQ Fern Dominel-
1i explained that the DSB
must follow the Assess-
ment Act that sees MPAC
deliver the assessment role
to. municipalities the sec-
ond Tuesday of December.
It is these numbers that

-are then used by the DSB.

It wasn’t until after this

~date that Espanola learned

of - Domtar’s = successful
reassessment of its proper-
ty in the town. He reiterat:
ed that ‘the board-could

vote ‘and; with a double’

majority, change the for-
mula.
“If 10 muniecipalities

“agree, they have to repre-

sent more than 50 percent
of  the electorate ?.he
explained.

“I understand the dou-

ble majority, but Espanola -
isnot requesting a change

to. the formula—this is
why we need clarification

- as to the law,” Mr. McMil-

lan responded.

Finance officer Conme
Morphet explained that
assessments could be done
on a monthly basis, but

this = would effect the :

municipalities. :
Mayor Lehoux thanked

‘Mr. McMillan for articu-
lating Espanola S prob-'

lems. “As you are aware,
we are in a deep, deep pick-
le—we have been overpay-

“ing the DSB, and that’s a
fact,” he said.

~ “My council is desperate
enough to overturn every
stone to make this right,”
he added. “I would have
appreciated some relief,

but I know this puts other -

municipalitiesin a bind.”
I hope you, the other
municipalities, don’t have

to go through what we |
~have,” the mayor contin-
-ued, noting this is' the

third time in 14 years. -
The motion was carried.
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