Exposnor =

MANITOULIN*The days of

efulness in
emergency

'respondlng to an.

tonone. '
. Atlast week’s monthly meet-
‘ing of the Manitoulin-Sudbury
lestrlct Services Board (DSB)
~emergency medical services

or. ‘balanced emergency cover-
age’

,, Mr. Maclsaac explamed that
: “,When,a ambulance services were
aded to the mun1c1pa11 ,

,tlesy in 2000, an added level of

standby

tandby’ ambulances at such,
1o :

fromsucha rural locatlon 1s shm, o

chief Michael Maclsaac present-
ed an issue report to the board
/‘regardmg ambulance standbys,

responsweness was sought and
“balanced emergency coverage

became the goal” whlch is When, ,
“code 8s, or ambulance standbys, :

came into being.

thtle Current and Espanola

ambulances may;

~ “The moment one statmn .
eceives a call for service, anoth-
r station moves,” he explamed r
- “Depending on the number of
~ available resources t
~may be minor or it might actual-
ly involve moving (another
 ambulance) right to the station
- that lost its coverage. In general,
the standby locations have been
~ developed trying to reach a half
‘way point.”
- For Mamtoulm between the,'

Bay, Whﬂe the Little Current and‘f’
Mmdemoya standby is at H1g 1-

at move, it nity
~ road or mtersectlon,” the chief

of EMS contmued “An example

~of this is the Moore’s Corner

standby. When Little Current
gets a call the flrst optlon 1s to

and Bldwell Road The actual

parking lot is on the side of Bid-
well Road and thls locatlon hasr

EMS stations, the standby is at no’

Whitefish Falls; for Little Cur-
. rent and Wikwemikong,
standby is located at Manitoulin
East Airport; for- Mlndemoya
and Wikwemikong, it’s at Gau~” ‘
“thier’s Road and Highway 6;
‘Gore Bay and Mmdemoy, sta-
: ;tmns, the standby is m‘Sprmg,

the

f:locatlon they are roughly 12
“minutes back to Mindemoya and
15 mmutes: back to thtle Cur

“.MacIssac explamed that ,
more and mor 'calls for serv1ce,,

A contmued on page 10
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;i...DSB says standby ambulance”’*

i mcontmued from page 3

~ occur each year, and the
~ majority of these are Code
8 standbys. In 2012, 47 per-
" cent of the calls were for
_Code 8s, followed by Code
4s (urgent calls) at 27 per-

cent.

The DSB studxed the"

months between January
1, 2011 and September 30,
12012 which showed 11,186

. Code 8 standbys, 91 percentt:
~of which resulted in the

“ambulance returning to its

~home base without having
- responded to any calls. by,
“That, in any organiza-
. tion, is a very high level of :

futility,” he said.
To further break

;down, the percentage of .
time an ambulance gets a
- call while on standby that
results in an improved
- response time is 4.7 per-
cent, while the percentage -
- proposed the creation of
‘three zones: Manitoulin
West, Gore Bay and Minde-
moya (with 4,051 calls last .
year); Manitoulin v
Little Current and Wik-

for reduced response time
while on standby is 3.5 per~
.cent. ,

Term Care’s legislated
Response Time Perform-
~ance Plan, which sees the
DSB’s former response

- time of 24 mlnutes reduced

to between six and eight

“minutes when responding
~ to a cardiac arrest. “These
highly aggressive time-

frames are extremely hard
f ' zone are w1thout an mbu- ]

- remote enviro
chief said. “The prevmus-
ly noted tnneframes to

~New thls year is the M1n~g
~istry of Health and Long

- Shore,
Massey (with 3,527 calls).

_The DSB would then only
prov1de coverage when a

reach a commumty when

on standby in, for the most
- part, an unpopulated road-
~side location, is vastly
- greater than the first two
,,,*components of the new
‘response time standard In
other words, there is no H
chance of achieving the t Y
_response time criteria in
~any percentage when we
are at a standby location.
When you factor in the ri
new response time stan- due to
 dard with the highly inef-
fective nature of the stand- o[
it becomes highly dard
'evxdent ‘that our current -
. »’situat’io'n,«’consideringf bal-
- anced. emergency cover-
age, is not very effective.”

~ Manitoulin, Espanola

and Massey represent 79.7
percent of the overall call
volumes of the DSB cover-
age area and for this area

specifically, Mr. Maclsaac

wemikong (with
calls);
Espanola

zone is without either

;avallable resource (when

both stations within the

Manitoulin h
~would be pleased with the
new deployment plan, ,b,ut
Sonja Flynn, representa-
tive for Sudbury East, said

East,

and the North
and

‘acIssac expla ed'
: ;to the board that the DSB

is funded to prov1de one,;g}

ambulance for each com-

we are in fact not perform» ,

mg well for anyon

 EMS sta-
tion. “When that resource
is in use, it Would not be
‘,unreasonable to suggest
"that for that time permd

- to nucromanage,‘,” ad
> board chair Les Gamble.

| plan will now be r we
by the MOHLTC Emer-
._.gency ‘Health Services

- Branch and the Central_,

e 1mp1emented by the DSB'
~ which should happen thls"
'sprmg , ,

Y ;a{ ”,be ellmmated

"CAO remmded the board' o
‘that thelr role was not to
~overhaul a manager’s

plan, but that it was

reviewed before them asa
“matter of courtesy and to
- keep 1

them app se o;‘ thesf,f
changes. o

The new deploy

‘Both Derek Stephens of =

Central Mamtoulm and
Lou Addison of Western
said

she was not pleased and

'Would be brm the matter

(Ms. 'Flynn was concerned
about service to the Hagar
and Noelvxlle commum~
ties.) 4 s

“For us, thls is gomg to
bea good plan and then in
a year s time we can
“review the stats,”

Ms
Addison commented.

~ While much of the :
board commented on the
plan, Fern Dominelli, DSB

they
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