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chwged for but that balance of 
advertisement will be paid for at 
the applicable rate. fu. the event of 
a· typographical error advertising 
goods or services at the wrong 
price, goods or services need not 
be sold at the advertised price. 
Advertising is merely an offer to 
sell and may be withdrawn at any 
time. The Manitoulin West 
Recorder is notmipOIISible for the 
loss or damage of unsolicited man
uscripts, photos or other materials 
used for reproduction purposes. 
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The Manitoulin West Recorder 
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letters are published at the discre
tion of the editor - publisher who 
reserves the right to edit for clarity, 
length and libel. Letters published 
do not necessarily reflect the poli
cies or beliefS of this newspaper. All 
letters MUST bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include 
the address and telephone number, 
which will not be published. 

\.Atlli:lUUUI:S lli:lVC :Signcu 

petitions and contacted 
Members of Parliament on 

tection from the lf;glsla
tion's reach and the gov-

me. marK :or:a government 
taking a long view on eco-· 
nomic matters. 

DSB rep to meet Gore Bay 
clerk regarding possible land 
transfer for seniors' housing 

Tom Sasvari 
The Recorder 

MANITOULIN-The CAO of the 
Manitoulin-Sudbury District Services 
Board (DSB) has been directed by the 
board to meet with Gore Bay Town Clerk 
Annette Clarke in regards to a vacant piece 
of property owned· by the former (by the 
Bayside apartment property in town), possi
bly being . transferred to the town for the 
creation of a senior housing complex. 

"I was directed by our board to meet with 
the Clerk of Gore Bay to look at options," 
Fern Dominelli, CAO of the DSB told the 
Recorder after its September board meeting 
last week. 

As reported previously, the West End 
Manitoulin Seniors and Support Services 
Interest Group had received a grant of 
$10,000 through the Canadian Housing and 
Mortgage Corporation (CMHC) and hired 
SHS consulting to provide a business plan 
which was then presented to the DSB at the 
end of June. 

The seniors housing group had requested 
DSB relinquish the plot of land located at 
the Bayside Apartment property on Water 
Street in Gore Bay for the home of future 
seniors' housing. 

"We got a price estimate on (the worth) of 
the property," Mr. Dominelli told the 
Recorder. "The (seniors housing commit
tee) had attended a (DSB) meeting in June, 
and later the town council said they would 
accept the transfer of property. 

In June, town council had agreed in prin
ciple to accept a parcel of land from (DSB) 

for the purpose of developing senior citi
zens housing. 

.The :group had received seed funding of 
$10,000 through CMHC to assist in the 
development of a community development 
plan for seniors housing ·and support ser
vices on the west end ofManitoulin Island. 
SHS, under the direction of Ed Starr, ana
lyzed the data. that the group had gathered 
from 220 seniors from the West End of the 
Island (from Kagawong to Meldrum Bay) 
using a 30-page surveyfromCMHC. 

On September 6, 2011 the group received 
a needs and demands analysis for afford
able seniors' housing. The group completed 
a final business.plan in February 2012. 

While the group originally thought 12 
housing units should be looked at, the con
sultants suggested· 20 and the site location 
being looked at is the south extension of the 
Bayside property on Water Street. It 
appears as if this property would be ideal as 
it is relatively flat, around one acre in size, 
and relatively close to downtown, with 
sewers and water just in front. 

Council passed a motion to agree in prin
ciple to accept the parcel of land from the 
DSB for the purposes of developing senior 
citizens' housing in Gore Bay (approving 
the acquisition), should DSB make a deci
sion to either transfer the property or sell it 
to the group, who have indicated they 
would fundraise for this amount. 

As for the meeting with Ms. Clarke on 
behalf of the town, Mr. Dominelli told the 
Recorder, "no date has been set yet for· the 
meeting-we chatted yesterday and will be 
talking again in the very near future." 

den is growing cucumbers, you may still ·suffer fr~m 
. unwanted cross pollination as pollinating bees have .qmte 

a large range. Choose a large early cucumber for seed sav
ing and remove all othe~ fruit ·from that yine. ~et t~e 
cucumber become over-npe. Once you ptck the frmt, 
allow the seeds to ferment for. another three or four weeks 
before removing them from the cucumber . .Clean any goop 
(sorry for the technical jargon) ·from the seeds and. dry 
them well before storing them in an airJ;ight container 
where they should last for a decade or more. ' . 

All of the other squash, melons, gourds and. pumpkins 
can be treated exactly like cucumbers with the exception 
of the fermentation period for the gourds. The rest of these 
·seeds really benefit·from the ·fermentation period inside 
their fruit. · 

Now that you're getting good atthis, how about a chal
lenge? Carrot seeds are producedinlarge masses and are 
well worth the work ifyou are able to make a little extra 
effort. Here;s the.problem with carrots. They readily cross 
pollinate with Queen Anne's Lace which is a prolific weed 

. in our .area. The results of this cross pollination are com
pletely useless· seeds so if you plan to try your hand at car
rots,· be forewarned that• you must be ·meticulous. Carrots 
are .biennial meaning that they. flower the second .Year. 
When they produce flower umbels, wrap each one in a 
small bag made of something ·like stocking material. This 
will excludethe insects which are required for pollination. 
The next step is for you to become the bug. Once the tiny 
flowers in the umbel begin to open you will need to use a 
soft paint brush to transfer pollen betw.een plants. The 
more flowers you use the better your results will be. 
Securely re-wrap each flower after· it has been pollinate~. 
Since the individual flowers in each umbel stagger their 
opening, you may need to do this every day for a month. 
Once the seeds begin to form, remove the bags to prevent 
moulding. Let the seeds dry in place and once they are dry 
you can cut the stems and beat them inside a paper bag 
where all the seeds will then fall out. Simple. And after all 
of this you can only expect about two to four years worth 
of viability from well stored seed. 

One last plant that I'll mention for now is lettuce. It's 
nice to end with something easy. Lettuce is self fertile and 
only needs about five meters between varieties to be sure 
of no cross pollination. You don't have to do anything until 
the flowers dry out. This signals that the seeds are ripe. 
Cut the flower stalks off and store them upside down in a 
paper bag until the seeds fall out. I've had lettuce seeds 
last up to fifteen years and still germinate reliable but real
istically expect about five. 

That's seed saving 101. It's fun, it's easy and it's increas
ingly important. Why not get started now? , 


